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Duncan Toys Co. Moves to Ohio; 
Plans Year-Round TV Campaign 


As of July 1, Duncan Toys Co. has a new address. Dun- 
can, the first name in yo-yos, have moved from Baraboo, 
Wisc., to its new headquarters in Middlefield, Ohio. 

Also, as of that date, “Duncan Toys will be part of Flam- 
beau Products Corp.,” vice president-marketing Clyde Mor- 
tensen said. “It is a move by management to get all the con- 
sumer products’ groups under one roof.” 

Concurrently, Duncan has promoted Tom O’Brien from 
sales coordinator to sales manager of Duncan Toys. 

*Despite more competition — some of it good for us, such 
as Tommy Smothers’ influence on TV — we are concluding a 
tremendously successful fiscal year (ending June 30),” Mor- 
tensen said. “Starting in 1990, instead of one flight of com- 
mercials in the spring and one in the fall, we are going to 
have television commercials for 52 weeks a year. Our cus- 
tomers are keeping [yo-yos] on the counters all year, so we 
feel an obligation to advertise all year.” 

The company’s new address is: Duncan Toys Co., 15981 
Valplast Rd., Middlefield, OH 44062. 


"Fast Eddie” McDonald Sets a New 
Guinness Book World Yo-Yo Record 


At the invitation of the British BBC television show 
“Record Breakers,” “Fast Eddie” McDonald, Canada’s yo- 
yo champ, set a yo-yo record in June for The Guinness Book 
of World Records. 

”They were looking for somebody to set a new yo-yo 
record that was feasible for showing on the average TV 
show,” Eddie told us after the event. “The other records 
listed in the book, such as most Loop the Loops,’ go on for 
hours and wouldn’t work on a TV show. So, the record I set 
out to break was ‘the greatest number of yo-yo tricks in 60 
seconds’.” 

He ended up doing 34 tricks in the 60 seconds —a brand 
new record, because it was the first time anyone had at- 
tempted the feat for the Guinness book. 

If you’d like to attempt to break the record, here are the 

es: 

1. You have to use a one-piece wooden yo-yo. 

2. The yo-yo has to return to your hand after every trick. 

3. You can’t repeat the same trick twice. (However, two- 
handed tricks count, so, for example, a one-handed “Loo 
the Loop” followed by a two-handed “Loop the Loop” will 
count as two tricks.) 

4 4. You have to announce the name of the trick as you go 
ong. 

5. If you are in the middle of a trick when the 60 seconds 
ends, that trick does not count toward the total. 

The occasion of the taping was for the opening of the 
Guinness Museum in Niagara Falls, Canada. Richard Albert 
of Canada Games was on hand to verify the tricks. Mc- 


It’s Time to Renew Your Subscription 


Within in the next month or so, we’ll be sending out 
renewal notices to our original subscribers. It’s hard to 
believe it, but we’ve been publishing Yo-Yo Times for more 
than a year, and those charter subscriptions have reached 
the renewal point. In fact, we’ve sent you charter sub- 
scribers a couple of extra issues so far. 

When you receive your invoice, please do everyone a big 
favor and send us your renewal check right away. Unlike the 
big publications, we are a small operation with only two 
employees (husband and wife), and we don’t have the staff 
or resources to send multiple renewal invoices. 

Even better, if you know your subscription is about to ex- 
pire, send your renewal today, even before you get your offi- 
cial invoice. Be sure to indicate that your check is for a 
renewal, not a new subscription. You'll be doing us a big 
favor. And, to save you and us trouble in the future, why not 
renew for two years or three, at the special discount rate? 

One year’s subscription is $12; two years, $18; and three 
years, $24 (best deal). Send it in today! Thanks! 


Donald used two Canada Games yo-yos in setting the record: 
An Olympic model in his right hand and a Pro model in his 
left hand. 

If and when this record-setting performance might be 
shown in the U.S., Eddie couldn’t say. We’il try to let you 
know in advance, if possible. 

If you'd like to see “Fast Eddie” in action, he also recent- 
ly filmed a half-hour segment for the children’s show “Some- 
thing Else,” which he describes as “a children’s version of 
’David Letterman,” in Halifax, Nova Scotia. The show will 
be picked up by a U.S. cable carrier beginning in September. 
We'll also try to cue you in ahead of the showing, if possible. 

In other video news, McDonald told us that he recently 
signed a contract with Home Star Video, which has offices in 
Toronto and New York, to produce an instructional yo-yo 
video. It is expected to sell at $9.95, including a wooden yo-yo 
made in eenes It will cover a wide range of tricks, from 
beginning to advanced. Mark Kersey wall be assisting him. 
(“Fast Eddie” McDonald, 2063 Islington Ave., #323, Toron- 
to, Ontario M9P 2R7.) 


Yo-Yo Workshop to Highlight 
Jugglers’ Convention in July 


Juggling and yo-yoing are kindred sports, and they'll be 
coming together at the 42nd International Jugglers Associa- 
tion Convention in Baltimore. Non-members of the IJA may 
attend for one day at the one-day fee of $12. If you want to at- 
tend more than day, you’ll have to join the IJA, but that’s a 
bargain at $20. The convention kicks off with early check-in 
the evening of Sunday, July 16 and continues well past mid- 
night on Saturday, July 22 and into the morning of Sunday, 
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July 23. 

The “Yo-Yos and Tops Workshop” will be held from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. on Friday, July 21 in the lobby of Wynwood 
Towers. Instructors will be Paul Kyprie, aka “Zeemo the 
Magnificent,” of Ann Arbor, Mich., and Yo-Yo Times editor 
Stuart Crump Jr. (“Professor Yo-Yo”). 

The whole event will be held on and near the campus of 
Loyola College in Baltimore, Md. If you need lodging, the 
IJA has arranged inexpensive housing on the campus. Be- 
cause time is so short until the convention, call registrar 
Mark Fisher at 301/461-7182, if you’d like to attend. You can 
probably also just show up, especially if you only plan to at- 
tend one day. 

For further details on the IJA, you can reach them at Box 
29, Kenmore, NY 14217. 


Yo-Yoers are Better Students! 


Contest Deadline is August 21 


The survey continues. 

We all know that yo-yoers are better students. Here’s 
your chance to prove it once and for all to those teachers, 
parents, skeptics and other doubting Thomases who think 
that yo-yoing is a frivolous waste of time. 

In our March-April issue, we reported the results of our 
first, highly info survey among our school-age readers. 
They sent us copies of their report cards, with a collective 
grade point average (GPA) of 3.4—a solid B +/A-, 

The results were so impressive, we’re going to do it again. 
Send us a copy of your final report card for the 1988-89 
school year. 

Everyone who enters will be eligible for one of two 
prizes. First-place winner will receive a free one-year sub- 
scription to Yo-Yo Times. Second prize will be a free six- 
month subscription. Winning entries will be drawn at ran- 
dom, giving every student an equal opportunity to receive one 

- of the prizes. Therefore, please send us your final report 
card —even if you think your grades are not “good” enough. 

Please follow the rules precisely. Entries that do not fol- 
low the rules will be incligble for the prize drawing. 


THE RULES 


1. Send your final report card for the year, only. No mid- 
year report cards, please. 

2. Send copies only. No originals. None can be returned. 

3. Put your name, address and phone number on your 
report card. 

4. You do not have to be a subscriber to Yo-Yo Times. 
The contest is open to all students — grades one through 12— 
who like to yo-yo. 

5. If your school does not use a letter-grade method of 
reporting (A, B, C, D and F), please include a brief note or 
an explanation explaining how to translate your school’s grad- 
ing system into letter grades. (If you don’t know how to do 
this, ask one of Mo teachers.) 

6. Please follow these instructions precisely. Help prove 


New Video from Dennis McBride 


“Gallery of Unbelievable 2-Handed YoYo Tricks” 
90-minutes, More than 30 tricks. $29.95 postpaid. 
Still available: "The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video" 

More than 30 basic to advanced tricks. $24.95 postpaid. 
Special offer with purchase of both tapes: Mention this ad, 
and receive a FREE, limited edition, Dennis McBride 
model Hummingbird Rainbow Trickster. 

Send your check today to: 
Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 
Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805/297-5713 
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that yo-yoers not only are better students, but that they also 
can follow instructions. 

7, Deadline for receipt of report cards is Monday, August 
21. They must be received by that date in order to be eligible 
for the drawing. 

8. Send your entries to: Better Students, Yo-Yo Times, 


’ P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070. 


We’re Going to Make You a Star! 


Wanted: Original Tricks for New Video 


If you’ve always wanted to star in a video production, 
here’s your chance. 

Yo-Yo Times is preparing a video of all-new yo-yo tricks 
to share with its readers. 

That’s where your input is needed. The video will star 
you —the readers. 

If you’d like to be included in the video, here’s how: 

1, Develop your own original yo-yo trick or tricks. (Even 
if your trick has already appeared in Yo-Yo Times, you are 
still invited to send it along.) Also, “combination tricks” —in 
which you combine several older tricks into one smooth, 
single trick, will be considered and may be used, depending 
on their originality and appropriateness. In addition, if you 
have developed a new way of performing an older trick, send 
it along. We may use it if it shows a spark of originality or a 
delightful sense of humor. 

2. Videotape yourself doing the trick. Make sure the 
camera is firmly mounted on a tripod. Try to get someone 
who is experienced with a video camera to operate it for you. 
The better your tape looks, the better you will look on the 
final tape. 

3. Perform each trick several times for the camera. If you 
make a mistake, it’s not necessary to stop the camera. Just 
keep it running, and make a comment like, “Don’t use that 
one.” We will use only successfully performed tricks. Repeat 
it several times, and film it from different angles. Also, per- 
form the trick slowly once or twice, carefully explaining each 
step of the trick as you go along. 

4. Make sure the camera is as close to you as possible and 
still gets the entire trick in the frame. (For example, if you 
are oing a trick that requires a big circle, such as “Around 
the World,” the camera operator would have to “zoom back” 
to get the entire circle in the frame as you do the trick. On 
the other hand, if you are doing a smaller trick such as “Rock 
the Baby,” the camera should zoom in tightly.) 

5. Use high-quality, VHS tape only. Please send original 
tapes, not copies. (Every time a tape is duplicated, there is 
some loss of quality. We want to keep this video of the 
highest quality possible consistent with keeping the cost 
down.) If you’d like the tape returned to you, enclose a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope, so we can mail it back. We will 
make every effort to return your tape, but we cannot guaran- 
tee return, so be sure to keep a copy for yourself. 

6. The best place to tape your tricks is outdoors, in a 
shady area, where you are out of direct sunlight. 

7. Please send along a letter certifying that, to the best of 
your knowledge, the tricks you are demonstrating are your 
own original tricks (or, if appropriate, your own original way 
of performing traditional tricks). Include the name of the 
trick in the letter. Mention in the letter that we have permis- 
sion to use the tricks and other items on the video “without 
further compensation.” (We wish we could pay you, but this 
is a low-budget production. If we end up selling a lot of 
copies and making a lot of money, we’ll put the profits back 
into making Yo-Yo Times an even bigger, better newsletter.) 
Sign the letter. If you are under 18, have your parents or guar- 
dians sign it also, giving their permission for us to use the 


tape. 


8. Please get your tapes into us by Sept. 30. We hope to 
have the tape produced and ready for distribution in time for 
Christmas. 

9, Everyone who appears on the tape will get an 
automatic six-month extension on their subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times as well as the opportunity to purchase a copy of the 
tape at the wholesale cost. 

10. If two readers send us videos of the same trick, the 
first one received will have priority in deciding whether to 
use it on the tape. Or, we may use both versions. We reserve 
the right to use or not use any tricks submitted. 

11. If you feel truly inspired, you might end your tape with 
a recording of your complete yo-yo routine (original as well 
as traditional tricks), preferably performed before a crowd. 
We may include a few outstanding examples of routines at 
the end of the tape to show how others have learned to put 
their acts across to the audience. 

12. Send your completed videos by Sept. 30 to “New Yo- 
Yo Tricks Video,” Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, 
VA 22070. 


In Memoria: Astronaut David Griggs 


He literally took a yo-yo “around the world.” Yo-yoing 
lost one of its heros in June when astronaut David Griggs 
died in an airplane crash. He was to have piloted the Space 
Shuttle in one of its missions this fall. 

In April 1985, Griggs took a plastic Duncan Imperial Yo- 
Yo, equipped with a stiffer, fireproof kevlar string, with him 
on Shuttle flight STS 51-D as part of the “Toys in Space” 
program. He discovered, among other things, that a yo-yo 
will not sleep in gravity-less outer space. He also learned that 
yo-yoing in slow motion is possible in space, and that certain 
extremely difficult tricks (such as “Reach for the Moon”) are 
considerably easier without gravity. 

“David Griggs exuded a kind of clear, alert energy that 
was infectious,” said fellow yo-yoer Tom Kuhn, who helped 
teach Griggs how to yo-yo. “It was readily apparent how this 
rocket man was selected out of over 15,000 applicants for this 
heroic job.... This charming, witty and very capable NASA 
scientist and pilot will be sorely missed. It was a privilege to 
have known him as a friend. 

“He liked to yo. He’d call me up and we’d talk. He was a 

0-yo fan. I don’t think his career should be trivialized by the 
implication that all he did was take a yo-yo in space. He was 
a hard-working scientist and Navy test pilot for many Hens 
before becoming an astronaut. If you met him —even briefly— 
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you couldn’t help being inspired by him. There was a clarity 
in his eyes. You knew you were in the presence of someone 
very special,” Kuhn said. 


The Smothers Brothers’ Schedule 


They're on the road again. Here’s the latest concert 
schedule for the Smothers Brothers and the Yo-Yo Man. If 
you have questions about any of these appearances, check 
your local newspaper or call the theater directly. 

July 28, Grand Theatre Center, Sudbury, Ontario; July 
29, Roy Thompson Hall, Toronto, Ontario; July 30, Center in 
the Square, Kitchener, Ontario; July 31, National Arts 
Centre, Ottawa, Ontario; Aug. 1, Melody Fair, North 
Tonawanda, NY; Aug. 3, F.M. Kirby Center, Wilkes Barre, 
PA; Aug. 4, Anderson Center, Binghampton, NY; Aug. 5, 
Cape Cod Melody Tent, Hyannis, MA; Aug. 6, Warwick (RI) 
Musical Theater; Aug. 9-10, Club Casino, Hampton, NH; 
Aug. 11, Lake Compounce Festival Park, Bristol, CT; Aug. 
12, Starlight Music Theater, Latham, NY; Aug. 13, South 
Shore Music Circus, Cohasset, MA; Aug, 16, Pier 6, Bal- 
timore (MD) Center for the Performing Arts; Aug. 18-20, 
Tropicana, Atlantic City, NJ; Aug. 22, Wolftrap, Vienna, VA; 
Aug. 23, The Civic Center, Ocean City, MD; Aug. 26, State 
Fair of West Virginia, Lewisburg, WV. 


PLEASE NOTE: Yo-Yo Times Has 
a New Address and Phone Number 


This is a mobile society; more than one in five individuals 
and companies moves every year — and this year it was our 
turn. Here is the new information for your records: 

Yo-Yo Times 

Creative Communications Inc. 

P.O. Box 1519 

Herndon, VA 22070 

New phone numbers: 

Editorial: 703/STRINGS (787-4647) 

Circulation: 703/742-YO YO (742-9696) 

The circulation line connects directly to a voicemail sys- 
tem. Leave your messages on the recorder. Be sure to leave 
complete messages, including your phone number. If you call 
the editorial number, and we are in the office, we will answer 
personally, so if you want to talk to a real person, call the 
editorial number. ¢ ' 

By the way, our old address is now discontinued. Letters 
addressed to it may take longer to reach us. So please update 
your records and begin using our new address and phone 
number now. Thank you. 
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Trick of the Month 


"The Jelly-Chain Twirl" 


Don Watson, "Captain Yo," Calistoga, Calif. 


Yo-yo players from the 1930s, are you still out there? 
You'll remember the "zoot suit with the reet pleat," popular 
in the 30’s and 40’s. The hepcat zooter wore pants very 
loosely pleated at the waist, "pegged" at the cuffs (remem- 


ber cuffs?)", with a matching, Mig long single-breasted coat” 


heavily padded at the artificially broad shoulders, and wide, 
wide lapels. Mirror-finish black shoes, thin black string 
(tie) tied, and a "port pie" hat (broad brim and band, flat 
top) were standard additions. The trade mark accessory of 
the really hip zooter was the ever-present "jelly chain"--a 
long, heavily linked, typically gold key chain, clipped to a 
right-front belt loop, draped well below the knee to mid- 
calf, then back to the rightaide pocket. 


Picture the "with it" zooter pushing the port pie forward 


and down the brow, peeling aside the long right coat flap, 
lifting the "jelly chain" loop with the right hand, moving mto 
a bent-knee crouch, undulating sideways between the hi S 
and knees while twirling almost a yard of chain at the oie 
and from the hip. The extended index finger of the free left 
hand gestures in time with the hips and the twirling chain 
for added effect. (And you thought kids dress goofy today.) 
If you have that picture, witness a haunting similarity 
with the currently popular two-handed "state of yo" gestures 
and body motion we can credit to Tom Smothers and 
preseuce so effectively on his shows. In the state of yo, the 
ands (index fingers extended) move with the hips to one 
side while the bent knees move to the other, all done in a 
slight forward crouch and with a bright smile. 
mire images suggest a yo-yo trick, "The Jelly-Chain 


1. Throw a spinner as if you were going to "Walk the 


og. 
__ 2. Grasp the string with the thumb and middle finger 
(index finger extended) of the left hand, about one-third of 


the way down. Then move the left hand up and to the left 
while moving the right hand down and to the left. 

3. Grasp the vertical string with thumb and forefinger of 
the right hand about 9 inches above the yo-yo. Then move 
the hands to bring the spinning yo-yo to the right of and in 
front of your right hip. 

Note: At this point, drop into a noticeable crouch, 
knees bent to the right. 

4. Starting the hanging yo-yo away from you to the front, 
do three (or more) "Pinwheel" turns. Complete the final 
turn by throwing the yo-yo forward and up (mostly up), 
releasing the string with both hands. 

5. Catch the yo-yo (string fully rewound) in your right 
hand, palm up. 

Notes on performance and variations: 

For the "older" audience, talk about the "zoot suit" to 
develop the proper imagery of the trick for added entertain- 
ment. For audiences young and old, the "state of yo" com- 
ments are effective. 

At step 4, the key to success in performing the trick is to 
be sure that the plane of the "pinwheel" turns is in line with 
the plane of the yo-yo slot. 

Also, the "Pinwheel" turns can be performed inside the 
right hand or outside. Inside is easier. Outside is important 
for the "zoot suit" imagery. 

At step 5, you'll find the yo-yo ends up in the upturned 
right hand with the string wound the wrong way. Le., you 
need to turn the yo-yo over one half turn to throw another 
normal spinner. To avoid this minor problem, substitute the 
following for step 1 in the trip sequence: 

1. Throw a spinner to the Wo (direction of the 
"Breakaway") instead of to the front, then turn your body 90 
degrees to the left. 

Don admits that the trick itself may not be entirely 
original. But what is original is the way he "packages" it, 
making it something more than just a simple trick. A little 
pizazz can turn a ho-hum trick into a "wow!") 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We’ll continue to print as 
many as we can. Rest assured that we haven’t overlooked 
yours, It’s in our ever-bulging folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are primarily 
those that can be described in words without pictures. We 
don’t have room for lots of pictures in the newsletter. 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary can- 
didates for the book we are assembling of new yo-yo tricks. 


By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive a free 6- 
sepa extension on your subscription. And if your trick is 
selected “Trick of the Month,” you get a year’s subscription 
as our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the yo-yo to 
continue developing as the greatest of all toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you’ll receive a free, 
autographed copy by the author/editor, Professor Yo-Yo. 
(Note: Just to protect ourselves in the future, please be ad- 
vised that sendibg us your trick means that you are giving us 
permission to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books 
and tapes. You will, of course, receive full credit as the 
originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right-handed 
yoist. If you’re left handed, make the appropriate changes 
when following the directions. 


Yo-Yo's for Collectors and Players Alike. 
The new Mode! 22 is a one piece rock maple yo-yo 
dynamically balanced and exquisitly painted. 

Model 23 is a one piece yo-yo with 
atural finish. More models are in 


“Yo on the Trapeze” 
Chad Dunning 


Throw a “Man on the Flying Trapeze.” Allow maximum 
slack. Then, “Rock the Baby on the Trapeze” by forming a 
triangle with all fingers of the left hand, pulling it parallel 
with the bottom string of the triangle. Swing the yo-yo a little 
to the right so that it’s on the string a few inches above your 
thumb. Then, use your forefinger of your left hand to pa the 
loop to the left. Spread the right hand open with one loop on 
the thumb and the single string going to your yo-yo finger. 
Then throw the yo-yo straight up and jerk your yo-yo hand, 
returning the yo to your hand. 


(Bird in. Hand, 


847 W. 5th St. Chico, CA 95928 


Bod ithot 
(Bi the works. Write for details and 
Me and get on our mailing list. 


YoYo/ 
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This is easier to do than it is to describe. 

Here’s another trick, “The Brain Stopper.” Start by doing 
a “Brain Twister” from the bottom. Do a loop or two. When 
the yo-yo is in position for another loop, stop it and let it spin 
with two strings towards you and a single string in front. Jerk 
it upward and catch it, doing the “Stop and Go.” Spread your 
hands apart with another jerk, starting the yo-yo spinning 


again. 

P.S. If there’s anyone who would like to be a pen pal and 
write letters over the summer, drop me a line. Here’s my ad- 
dress: 231 Ceder, Bronson, Iowa 51107. 


“Yo-Bowling” 
Stephanie Nahas, Ventnor, NJ 


Here’s a trick I thought of down at the alleys. It’s an ac- 
tual game you can play with your yo-yo. I guess you could call 
it “Yo-Bowling.” It’s a variation of “The Dragster” and 
“Walk the Dog.” 

Set up 10 magic markers, or other such objects, just like 
they were bowling pins. Also, set boundaries as “gutters” for 
you miniature yo-bowling alley. 

Now, try to knock down the objects, just like in real bowl- 
ing, by either “Walking” your yo-yo towards them, or aiming 
at them with a “Dragster.” 

Keep score like an actual bowling game. It’s fun. 

[How to throw “The Dragster,” the Trick of the Month 
from our first issue: Throw a fast sleeper. Carefully slip the 
loop off of your finger. Let go of the loose string and drop 
the yo-yo on the floor. It will take off quickly and roll across 
the floor. The sound of the string hitting the floor will make it 
sound like a dragster racing down the strip.] 


Combination Tricks 


Dale Myrberg has a favorite combination trick: “Shoot 
the Moon” a couple times, then flip it down toward the 
ground into a sleeper and go into an “Atomic Bomb.” Then, 
come out of the “Atomic Bomb” with a double back flip into 
a loop the loop, and then “Shoot the Moon” again. You can 
keep this combination up in perpetual motion, Dale says. 

Another favorite combination is to do “Shoot the Moon,” 
throw it down, and go into the “Brain Twister.” 

Another variation: The “Pump,” into “Rock the Baby” 
(small cradle), into a “Pinwheel,” into “Shoot the Moon,” 
out/forward, up, out/forward, then shoot your hand in a 
downward motion and throw the yo-yo behind you and catch 
it with a blind back catch. 


“Baby Goes on a Plane Trip” 
Aaron Sugiura, S. San Francisco 


Do a “Rock the Baby,” followed immediately by “Around 
the World.” 


“The Premature Baby” 


Aaron Sugiura, S. San Francisco 

Throw a hard sleeper. Put your left forefinger half-way 
down the string and double it up. Next, bring the yo-yo to the 
position of the “Brain Twister.” Shape a miniature “Rock the 
Baby.” Rock a few times, and then turn it into a “Trapeze.” 
This part is impossible to explain on paper. Pop the yo-yo off 
the string, and you have “The Premature Baby.” 


Three Tricks from Eric Richardson, “The Yoster”, Braden- 
ton, FL 


“The Gunslinger” 


1. Throw a fast sleeper and catch the yo-yo on the strin 
at the bottom by “fast loading” (if you know how to do that), 
or the regular, easier way. 

2. Put your hands in the position as if you were going to 
do a “Perpetual Motion” (“Stop and Go", 

3. Slip the loop in your left hand over your yo-yo finger. 


New! “Woody” Yo-Yo and Book 


--Special!-- 


WOODY YO-YO & 
WORLD ON A STRING BOOK 
YO-YO TIMES SPECIAL 


$15.00 postpaid 
Yo-Yo Only $8.00 postpaid 
Book Only $12.00 postpaid 


TOM KUHN CUSTOM YOYOS 
GD 2383 CALIFORNIA ST. PHONE ORDERS 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 415/921-8138 


You'll have the spinning yo-yo hanging at the bottom of a 
doubled yo-yo string. ‘ 

4. Swing the yo-yo around your single finger in either 
direction, either rocking it back and forth like a pendulum, or 
make a complete loop. (Perhaps we could call this trick the 
“One-handed Brain Twister,” but it looks more like a 
gunslinger twirling a pistol around his index finger.) 

5. Pull your yo finger out of the strings and flip your wrist 
in a counter-clockwise direction. The yo should shoot out in 
front of you. Bring it home with a jerk. 


“Rock the Baby Between Your Legs” 


This is a stupid yo-yo trick. Which is what makes it so 
great! 

1. Throw a sleeper. 

2. Put your knees together and trap the yo-yo string be- 
tween your knees. 

3. Swing the yo-yo back and forth between your knees. 
Stupid! 

ri Let go of the string with your knees, and snap the yo-yo 
back to your hand. 


“The Black Hole” 


1. Throw a fast sleeper. 

2. Make a super gigantic “Ursa Major” (“Texas Star,” 
also called the “Two-Handed Star”). a 

3. Pass the yo-yo through the center pentagon and bring it 
up. 
x Make up a story about how the sun turns into a black hole 
and sucks up the earth, or something like that. It’s kind of 
neat. 


“Quarter Back” 
Dennis Uytiepo, Los Angeles 
This is a simple trick. 
1. Throw a fast oe a f 
2. Swing the yo-yo forward until it is straight out in front 
of you. 
3. With it in front of you, jerk the string and call it home. 
“Round-A-Bout” 
Scott Stoneback, Pacifica, Calif. 


Throw a “Breakaway” downward, toward the floor beside 
your left foot. Pull the yo-yo back. As it comes back toward 
your hand, do not catch it. Instead, let it pass around your 
hand in a circle, continuing back down toward the floor on 
the right side of your body. Pull it back and catch it. 


“The Helicopter” 
Dr. Joseph G. Siegel, Sherman Oaks, Calif. 


Throw your yo-yo horizontally over and around your 
head (either to the right to tighten the string or to the left to 
loosen the string.) Essentially you are performing a horizon- 
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tal “Around the World.” 

When the yo-yo comes back around in front of you, end 
the trick by performing the “Lariat,” “Sleeping Beauty,” 
“Flying Saucer” or “Rattle Snake.” 


“Snap It Back” 


This is a maneuver more than a trick—a maneuver that 
can be used to enliven any trick. 

Throw a fast sleeper. Snap the fingers of your yo-yo hand. 
The snap will jerk the string, bringing the yo-yo back. To the 
viewer, it will look like you “snapped” it back. 

You can use the same technique with a “Breakaway,” 
“Sleeping Beauty,” or “Around the World.” It adds a little 
“snap” to your act. 


“Snap It Up” 


We can’t do this one yet, but we’ve seen Bob Rule (“Mr. 

Yo-Yo”) do it, and it’s a neat move. Most good yo-yoers can 
ive the “dead” yo-yo a quick spin with the free hand and 
ring it back up to their yo-yo hand. 

Bob Rule does it with a loud snap. It’s hard to explain the 
move; you'll have to experiment to figure out the best way to 
do it yourself — and you'll have to practice, practice, practice. 
He holds the yo-yo in his left hand between his snapping 
finger and his thumb. Then he snaps his fingers, giving the yo 
a spin at the same time — and instantly rolling up the string. 
Most impressive. 


“The Super Skyrocket” 
“Fast Eddie” McDonald, Toronto, Canada 

Slip the ee string off your middle finger and pinch it 
between your thumb and forefinger. While holding the yo-yo 
this way, throw a “Man on the Fiying Trapeze.” 

Next, move into a couple of “Braintwister” loops. As the 
yo-yo comes off the second loop and is about to go into the 
third loop, flip the yo-yo high into the air, releasing the string 
at the same time, and allowing the yo-yo to “Skyrocket” 
above your head. Catch it in your pocket as it comes down. 


e Just released: “Dennis McBride’s Gallery of Unbeliev- 
able Two-Handed Yo-Yo Tricks,” a 90-minute video packed 
with more than 30 two-handed tricks, plus sample routines 
and demonstrations from some of yo-yo-dom’s most-talented 
newcomers, Robert Litton, Paul Buethe and Don Harrison. 
We've seen the tape, and even if two-handed tricks are still 
way off somewhere in the future for you, get this tape. It will 
give you a goal to yo for. The tape is $29.95. Mention Yo-Yo 
Times and Dennis will pay the shipping and handling. Also, 
he’ll autograph the tape to you. Also available is Dennis’ first 
tape, the “The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video,”, a collection of 
more than 30 tricks demonstrated by McBride. $24.95 
ei Special: Buy both tapes, and Dennis will throw in a 

ree, limited-edition, wooden, laminated Rainbow Trickster 
(specially made for McBride by Hummingbird). 

e “Yo-Yo Royalty,” a stage act featuring the talents of 
such stellar performers as The Duke of Yo (Robert 
Baybrook) and The Yo-Yo Princess (Jennifer Baybrook), 
has a new address. You can now reach them at Yo-Yo Royal- 
ty, R.D. 1, Box 1220, Enosburg Falls, VT 05450, 802/933-5209. 

e It’s tough to wash out a great toy like the yo-yo. That’s 
what Hummingbird Toy Co. fearned on June 22. After a 
week of heavy rains, Clear Creek and Cattaraugus Creek 
both rose over their banks and sent about 5 feet of water 
er the basement of Hummingbird’s building in Arcade, 


Some 60 or 70 thousand yo-yos (mostly unfinished hal- 
ves) floated downstream. “We’ve heard that they’re finding 
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YO-YOS 


We manufacture 
natural or painted finish 


with or without logos 


Kentucky Impressions 
3343 Camp Ground Rd. 
Louisville, KY 40211 
(502) 778-7377 


them along the banks of Lake Erie now,” sales administrator 
Judy McEvoy told us. 

Despite the flood, Hummingbird recovered quickly and 
is almost “back to normal. We’re on schedule with our 
deliveries,” she said. 

The flood was the worst to hit Arcade since 1902, but 
there were no serious injuries or deaths. 

”Otherwise, things have been pretty quict around here,” 
McEvoy said. (Hummingbird Toy Co. Ltd., 32 Water St., 
P.O. Box 276, Arcade, NY 14009, 716/492-5120.) 

e Playmaxx Inc., 1665 IE. 18th St., Suite 207, Tucson, AZ 
85719, 602/623-9981, has a new marketing and sales manager, 
William Gelb. 

e “Just Say Yo!” is the name of the new Smothers 
Brothers yo-yo song by the brothers’ pianist and musical 
director Michael Preddy. While Dick and Mike sing the 
song— which elicits a lively response from the audience — 
Tom transforms himself into the Yo-Yo Man. 

e New from Bird in Hand Yo-Yos, 847 W. Fifth St., 
Chico, CA 95928, 916/893-0545, a three-piece wooden yo-yo, 
a part of the company’s 30-series of yo-yos. This one “spins 
better than any other three-piece yo-yo,” owner Bob 
Malowney claims. It comes 1n both painted colors as well as 
in natural finish featuring a variety of exotic woods. “This is a 
collector’s yo-yo that will play well and is crafted carefully,” 
he said. “Everyone involved in making these yo-yos has a full- 
time job doing something else.” Which means these will not 
be mass-produced, but rather are part of a limited edition. 
Price: $10 each for the painted versions, and $12 for the ex- 
otic wood versions. 

e Within the next month or so, Tom Kuhn Custom 
Yoyos, 2383 California St., San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921- 
8138, will be sending a mailing to everyone on his list. The 
mailing will feature a few new items, including the Team No- 
Jive Patch ($6), Wing Patches ($6), No-Jive Yo-Yo Hats 
(blue, with yellow logo patch) ($8.50), plus a few summer 
specials, including a limited-time-only special on the Silver 
Bullet ($30). All prices pape — 

e The Outrageous Yo™ — the new long-spinning yo-yo 
from Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, MA 02720, 
617/672-7399 — is in “full production and selling beyond our 
expectations,” Yomega CEO Alan Amaral told YYT. 
“We're getting orders and reorders, I think it’s going to be a 
hit.” He added that sales are up for “every product in our 
line....A whole new generation is starting to discover the 
wholesome fun of yo-yo play.” 

e The Smothers Brothers Fan Club is now official. You 
can join by sending $8 for your first-year’s membership to the 
club at P.O. Box 74130, Los Angeles, CA 90004. You'll get a 
club newsletter subscription, a “Just Say Yo!” bumper stick- 
er, an official Fan Club membership card, a Yo-Yo Man 
poster, 8x10 photos of Tom and Dick Smothers — and more. 

@ Found: A cache of wooden National Yo-Yos, made by 
the company that used to own the trademark rights to the 
word yo-yo in Canada. (Later, the name was owned by 


Parker Brothers, and is now owned by Canada Games.) Two 
styles: The satellite model, with holes drilled for rhinestones, 
and the Olympic model. Mark Kersey has acquired the yo- 
yos, and he’s offering single yo-yos (either model) to readers 
for $6 each plus $2 postage and handling, or $55/dozen plus 
$6 P&H (U.S. dollars). Mark writes that apparently Parker 
Brothers never bothered to finish or attempt to sell these yo- 
yos after Se the name from National. As a result, the 
yo-yos, which are more than 20 years old, “have been stored 
in a dry warehouse and left alone,” and thus are in good con- 
dition, although some are incomplete (e.g., missing rhines- 
tones or logos). Mark says he’s partial to the Olympic model 
“not only because of its shape (it’s thinner and fits into the 
hand quite snugly), but also it’s the yo-yo I used to win the all- 
city championship back in 1968.” Contact Mark Kersey, 139 
— Ave., Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4J 1K8, 416/466- 
0749, 

e “Tops,” a traveling exhibit that is currently touring the 
country and which features a hands-on demonstration of the 
scientific principles of the yo-yo, will be at The Science Place, 
Dallas, Texas, and The Science Station, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
from Aug. 5 through Oct. 1. The exhibit was developed by 
and first appeared at the Boston Children’s Museum. The As- 
sociation of Science-Technology Centers in Washington, 
D.C., is managing the tours of the two similar exhibits. 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, new 
tricks, etc. Please include your phone number with all letters, 
articles, etc. so we can get back to you if we have questions. 
We will not print your address unless you ask us to. 


Sample Copies 


I have thoroughly enjoyed my two issues of Yo-Yo Times. 
Having recently become disabled, I have time to read more, 
and I have time to yo. Thanks! 

How can I send a one-time, sample copy of Yo-Yo Times 
to friends? 

Have a great yo! 

Mike Collins 
Valparaiso, FL 

[Thanks for the kind words. Sending a sample issue to a 
friend is easy. The easiest and quickest way is to send us a self- 
addressed, stamped #10 business envelope (with the address of 
your friend on it), and ask us to send along a sample copy. 
We're happy to do this as a courtesy to our readers.]| 


“A Most Amazing Man” 

I really enjoyed the recent “Professor Yo-Yo Says” (May- 
June 1989) about that “most amazing man” in the life of 
every yo-yoer, the man (or woman) who first introduced us to 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 
A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
/ Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
/ all here: 83 pages lavishly 
/ illustrated, photographed, and 
cys / packaged with our own maple wood 
¥. f yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
-/ Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
. / catalogue, write Kluiz Press, 2170 
‘/ Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


YOMEGA — THE YO-YO WITH A BRAIN® 


Gem Collection — Yomega—The Yo-Yo With A Brain,® 
in translucent colors. Specify Ruby, Emerald or 
Sapphire. $11.95 each. 


Outrageous Yo™ — New! Transaxle system delivers 
record-breaking spins! Outrageously easy to learn and 
play! $6.95 each. 


Include $2 with each order for shipping and handling. 
Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, MA 02720 
(Mass. residents add 5% sales tax) 


the sport and taught us how to yo. i 

You see, I recently checked out an old Esquire magazine 
and read “Yo-Yo Power” by Abbie Hoffman. My curiosity 
was aroused when I saw a picture of Mr. Hoffman “walking 
the dog” in The Klutz Yo-Yo Book. 

I was six years-old in 1968. To young to be a yipped. By 
the time I was a teenager, it seemed like Nixon was always 
going to be president, Ali was always champ and the A’s al- 
ways won the pennant. 

Mr. Hoffman has passed on now, and although there 
were maybe things about him that people would like to 
change, you couldn’t deny one thing. He made people think. 
In a world with ethics investigations,the green house effect 
and a lot of flag-draping (something Abbie Hoffman went to 
jail for), thinking is something that people desperately need 
to do. 

I remember Joey Dolan’s answer to “Why Yo-Yoers are 
Better Students”: “Students who yo-yo do better in school be- 
cause their stress is reduced and their creativity increased. 
They are in control of something in this mixed-up world” 
(see YYT, March-April 1989). 

Maybe that’s what Abbie Hoffman left for some of us. 
That a simple toy could teach us so much. For that, I think he 
was a “most amazing man.” 

Rob Lynch 
"The String Pilot” 
Beeville, Texas 


Science Projects Needed 
I ama free lance screenwriter and magazine writer. I am 


currently writing a full-length movie, which revolves around 
an inventive child. In your Jan.-Feb. issue, you ran a letter 
from Stephanie Nahas concerning her science fair project 
about the physics of the yo-yo. I intend to write to ask her if 
she would be willing to detail her research and findings in 
writing for me. A child’s perspective of such a project has 
potential for a scene in my film. The Yo-Yo Times is a rich 
source of information for me! 

Katherine Templeton 

1630 Hanover Dr. 

Reno, NV 89523 


[Katherine, maybe some of our other young readers, such as 
Paul Dreyer (see May-June , “Letters”) will see your let- 
ter and share their exploring with you.] 


A Yo-Yo Trick Review 

Thank you for printing my tricks. 

I was recently at a Children’s Hospital in Toronto, 
Canada, and I saw a tape of Mark Kersey doing “Moonwalk- 
ing the Dog” (a former trick in YYT). I recognized this trick 
and checked in YYT for it. Sure enough, it came from 
another Canadian subscriber. 

I have a suggestion. Maybe Ate could run a “Yo-Yo 
Review” every issue. You could rate various yo-yos on the 
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SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


"It’s Yo-Yo Time!" 


The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to . 


Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Stage," with 


“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 


Regularly $11.95, : 
Limited time only: $5.95 ScBd your check today to: 
postpaid Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 
.S. funds; for shippi Bei eg 
Concdian addres aad ° = Herndon, VA 22070 
$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) 


market, including: weight of the yo-yo, appearance, predict- 
ability (sensitivity), sleeping time, loop-the-loop ability. 
The review would increase yo-yo sales and, in turn, in- 
crease your circulation. 
Ryan Feeley 
Fonthill, Ontario, Canada 


State of Yo 


My wife, Deana, and I had the chance to meet Tommy 
Smothers at the Foster Brooks Pro-Celebrity Golf Tourna- 
ment party. He autographed our Yo-Yo Man yo-yos and 
posed for several pictures. 

’ bho treated the ballroom to a mini yo-yo routine, tell- 
ing them that yoing and golf are similar yet diferent. He said 
that in golf you get in a groove, and in yoing you get in a 
groove, too. He added that the “state of yo” is similar to the 
oriental philosophy of Ying and Yang: that “yo” is some- 
where between “yes” and “no.” 


I’m still thinking about that one. 
Ted Eckel 
Louisville, KY 
Let’s Go Monthly 


Just a note to say how much I enjoy Yo-Yo Times. It’s in- 
formative as well as entertaining. Keep up the great work. 
One thing. I would love to see this publication go month- 
ly, maybe in the near future. 
LaVerne D. Santor 
Mansfield Center, CT 


[LaVerne: Great idea. We'd love to go monthly--and even 
plan to once our circulation reaches a level that can justify the 
increased expense and would allow us to hire a few staff assis- 
tants. At the present time, the newsletter is basically a two-per- 
son effort. If you'd like to help us go monthly, encourage as 
many people as possible to subscribe!} 


PROFESSOR YO-YO SAYS... 


Yo-Yos: A Cure for AIDS? 


Now, there’s a headline that caught your attention, right? 

So far as we know, medical science has not yet pinned 
down the connection between yo-yoing and a cure for AIDS. 
But we’d like to humbly suggest that there might be some 
relation. 

Look at it this way: Youngsters who spend the time 
developing into good yo-yoers learn the value of patience 
and the joy of delayed gratification. Also, their yo-yo skills 
give them something to do with the idle time they have on 
their hands. 

Learn discipline and self-control while you are still a 
na and you're less likely to engage in EE greg be- 

avior that can get you into trouble. As the old saying puts it, 
an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. Think 
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about it. The yo-yo has many positive values to offer society 
beyond the obvious fun that it gives us. 

And, who knows? Maybe a youngster who is patiently 
learning to yo-yo today will someday apply that same kind of 
patience to the science of research and discover a cure for 
AIDS. All things are possible. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Are you looking for an old yo-yo friend or teacher you’ve 
lost touch with? Share the information with us. 

If you know the whereabouts of or have other informa- 
tion about anyone whose name appears in this section, con- 
tact us at Yo-Yo Times, and we’ll put you in touch with the in- 
dividual who placed the original request. 


Al Gallo 

I’d like to know what happened to A! Gallo, the owner of 
National Yo-Yo in Canada. When I won the all-city contest 
in 1968, a photographer took some shots. I wonder if Gallo 
still has them. (From Mark Kersey, 139 Chatham Ave., 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4J 1K8, 416/466-0749. 


How to Obtain Back Copies of “YYT” 


While they last, copies of all of our back issues (5 issues 
in Volume I and 3 issues in Volume II) are available for $2 
each postpaid from: 

Back Issues, Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 
22070. 

USS. funds only, please. Canadian and Mexican orders: 
Add 25 cents per copy. International orders, add 50 cents 


per copy. 


Deadline for the Next Issue of “YYT” 


The deadline to receive ads, news tricks and other items 
for the next issue of Yo-Yo Times is Friday, August 25. 


SUSCRIBE TODAY 


| YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo Times. 
Enclosed is my subscription payment as follows: 
(Payment must be made with order — 
allow 4-6 weeks for first issue) 


[_] 1year of Yo-Yo Times 
[| 2years of Yo-Yo Times 
[_] 3years (SAVE $12.00) 


$12.00 
$18.00 
$24.00 


(International subscribers add $6 per year 
for postage & handling) (2-4) 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


Mail this coupon today to: Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


